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Sanders’ work & what he did: observation & record of species present, little to no collection and no recorded systematic approach



Easement Boundaries 
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Why We’re Here: easement through the overlapping area – undeveloped, ungrazed, ephemeral creek bottom & woody encroachment; also grazed prairie to the east (right of map)



Transect Data Collection Specimen Collection 

Marking Plants & 
Populations of  Interest 
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Methods implemented: intended to be easy to adopt & continue for high school students to perpetuate
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Map of what all was done:	orange transect followed easement	purple was done as a general vegetative survey of the otherwise untouched area	green surveyed pasture areaCollected for BRIT herbarium, total of 110 specimens collected, with 88 taxa rep.Found established populations of big bluestem & yellow indiangrass that were very unexpected considering the degraded nature of the area, also little bluestem (including 1 LARGE specimen).
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This was main collection area, & the area w/ the most high-value grasses (big bluestem, yellow indiangrass, little bluestem) in red area



Products 
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Produced digital records of the project, including an online checklist with a dynamic key & images, both of specimens collected & mounted this summer & those from TORCH archives. Total of 280+ taxa on the checklist.
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Intend for ASES high school students to continue this work, including doing vegetation surveys using the protocols established this summer & collecting in the fall & spring, when species that were not reproductive at this time of the year will be flowering or fruiting. Project should continue for perpetuity, keeping a running record of the recovery of the easement area & the general health & development of the area.
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